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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  CHATTERIS  URBAII  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

I submit  hereafter  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Chatteris 
Urban  District. 


ESTIMATED  POPULATION  - mid.  1963  - 5,500 


LIVE  BIRTHS  - 8U 


1961 

1962 

1963 


15.94  per  thousand  population 
14.15  per  thousand  population 
15.27  per  thousand  population 


ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 


1963 

STILL  BIRTHS 

1963 


1.195  per  cent  of  live  births 
2 (legitimate) 

23.2  per  thousand  of  total  births 


TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS  - 86 
INFANT  DEATHS  - 2 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


1960  2 deaths 

1 961  3 deaths 

1962  3 deaths 

1 963  2 deaths 


2I4..OO  per  thousand  live 
34.09  per  thousand  live 
38.50  per  thousand  live 
23.82  per  thousand  live 


births 

births 

births 

births 


No  illegitimate  deaths  of  infants 


NEO  NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (under  four  weeks  old)  Nil 
EARLY  NEO  NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (under  one  week  old)  Nil 
PRE-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (still  births  and  under  one  week) 
(see  2 still  births) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  none  known 
V/ATER  SUPPLY 


Wisbech  & District  Water  Board  is  the  Statutory  Authority 
and  piped  mains  supply  from  Marham,  Norfolk,  supply  1750  houses 
directly  and  approximately  80  by  external  stand  pipes,  a few 
remaining  houses  in  the  outlying  fens  have  no  piped  supply.  The 
supply  general  is  of  satisfactory  quality  and  quantity. 

PUBLIC  CLE/tNSING 


Direct  labour  is  used  to  operate  a weekly  collection  in 
the  town  and  fortnightly  in  the  outlying  fens . 


RIVERS  ;JID  STREAIi.S 


There  are  no  natural  rivers  and  streams,  the  town  being 
built  on  a layer  of  Kimmeridge  clay  thr-own  up  and  forming  high 
land  running  north  to  south  and  rainfall  gravitated  off  the  east 
andwest  slopes  to  artificial  dykes  and  to  the  main  drains 
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constructed  some  three  hundred  years  ago  when  the  fens  were 
reclaimed. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


This  is  on  the  water  carriage  system  in  the  Urban  District, 
SCHOOLS 


All  are  supplied  with  piped  water  and  generally  satisfactory 
sanitary  conditions, 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Both  Acre  Pen  and  Nightlayer  Works  are  working  satisfactorily. 
The  Curf  Terrace  works  is  in  the  process  of  an  extensive  over- 
haul of  mechanical  fittings, 

NURSING  SERVICE  AITO  HEALTH  VISITORS  SERVICE 

The  Nursing  Service  in  Chatteris  is  still  totally  inadequate, 
there  being  only  one  District  Nurse.  Two  self  contained  flats 
are  being  built  together  with  garages  and  surgery  in  a self 
contained  unit.  It  promises  to  look  very  attractive  indeed.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  it  will  serve  its  purpose  and  attract 
another  District  Nurse  with  Health  Visitors  Certificate.  Our 
present  nurse  is  struggling  along  as  best  she  can  doing  very  fine 
work  but  there  is  a limit  to  human  endurance.  The  sooner  we  have 
two  District  Nurses  each  holding  Health  Visitors  Certificates  the 
better. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Health  Education  in  this  small  locality  is  adequately  propagated 
in  the  National  Press,  Radio  and  Television,  There  is  a fine 
opportunity  for  informing  the  public  about  the  perils  of  VoD.  in 
the  public  lavatories  but  so  far  this  has  not  been  done  by  the 
Council . 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


There  is  a very  good  Mental  Health  Service,  An  officer, 
with  an  office  in  Ely  is  appointed  to  look  after  Chatteris,  He 
works  in  close  liaison  with  the  Consultant  Psychologist  and  the 
Medical  Practitioners  providing  a follow-up  continuity  of 
supervision  when  necessary.  His  off  duty  is  provided  for  with 
other  officers  at  County  Hall,  March  enabling  a full  24  hour 
service  to  be  maintained, 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

A private  chiropodist  is  in  attendance  at  the  local  Chemist, 
Anyone  wishing  to  be  treated  can  either  attend  at  the  office 
or  he  visits  at  home,  provided,  of  course,  the  fees  are  paid. 
Old  age  pensioners  are  partly  subsidized  by  the  ’Good 
Companions’  a voluntary  organisation  which  entertains  and  helps 
to  provide  for  the  over  65’ s, 

ANTI  NAT/iL  CARE 


There  is  a weekly  anti-natal  clinic  held  in  the  local  Health 
Centre  clinic  run  by  the  two  local  Medical  Practitioners, 
assisted  by  District  Nurse,  Blood  examinations  are  carried 
out  at  the  Regional  Transfusion  Centre,  Cambridge.  A.bnormal 
obstetric  cases  are  adequately  provided  for  at  either  Cambridge 
or  Wisbech,  The  nursing  houses  at  Ely  and  March  take  a fair  pro- 
portion of  normal  cases. 
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THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

This  is  provided  hy  the  two  Medical  Practitioners,  They  them- 
selves have  built  and  equipped  an  elaborate  clinic  paid  for 
out  of  their  own  pockets.  A nurse  Dispenser  is  employed  also 
paid  for  out  of  the  Doctors  private  income.  Hospitals  at 
Doddington,  Wisbech  and  Cambridge  provide  good  institutional 
treatment.  Fortunately  for  most  cases  there  are  no  long 
waiting  lists  and  acute  emergencies  are  always  promptly 
accepted. 

PUBLIC  TOILETS 

The  public  toilets  in  Chatteris  are  like  most  other  public  toilets 
up  and  down  the  country  in  that  they  have  no  facilities  for 
washing  the  hands,  I am  sure  the  local  Surveyor  had  this  in 
mind  when  he  asked  me  a short  while  before  his  sudden  and  tragic 
death  if  the  mortuary  adjoining  the  toilets  could  be  incorporated 
into  some  modernisation  scheme.  The  ’Cleaner  Britain’  slogan 
should  certainly  be  applied  here, 

THE  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  ambulance  is  stationed  and  maintained  at  one  of  the  local 
garages.  One  of  the  garage  personnel  has  volunteered  to  act  as 
driver.  He  is  also  the  nurse,  porter  and  general  factotum. 

He  continues  to  give  very  speedy,  cheerful  and  efficient  services. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29099638 
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DEATHS  The  main  cases  of  death  were:- 


Syphilitic  Disease 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duddenun 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  Accidents 


Male  Female 

1 

1 
3 

1 1 

1 

1 3 
1 

8 5 

3 7 

1 

8 12 

1 

2 2 

2 1 

2 1 

2 

1 

1 

3 2 

2 
1 

38  42 


Total 

1 

1 

3 
2 
1 

4 
1 

13 

10 

1 

20 

1 

4 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 

5 
2 
1 

80 


Death  rate  per  thousand  population  = 14.6 
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SUMMARY  OF  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 
' 12^ 


1 , Number  of  Food  Premises 


Cafes  1 
Hotels  2 
Milk  Producers  3 
Milk  Retailers  3 
Bakers  4 


Fishmongers  4 
Grocers  15 
Butchers  6 
Greengrocers  7 


2 , Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 

Food  and  Drug  Act,  1955  and  the  number  of  Paries  registered 
“^der  the  Milk  and  Paries  Regulations « 1949/1954 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  15 

Ice  Cream  Producers 
Sausage  Producers  5 

Number  of  Daries  3 

3 o Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  by  burning  except  for  large 
articles  and  tinned  foods  which  are  normally  buried 
surrounded  with  q_uick-lime. 


(a)  Fresh  Meat 

Pork 

Beef 

Mutton 

(b)  Tinned  Food 


Meat 

Fruit 

Vegetables 
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MEAT 


Sheep 

Pigs 

Bullocks 

J anuary 

24 

48 

37 

February 

21 

36 

33 

March 

22 

78 

35 

April 

41 

l6l 

43 

May 

36 

127 

40 

June 

20 

108 

36 

July 

10 

102 

34 

August 

60 

49 

32 

September 

24 

60 

30 

October 

15 

52 

19 

November 

13 

35 

16 

December 

25 

67 

27 

311 

923 

382 
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ANITU/JL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDIC/iL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1963 
FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CHATTERIS 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  i937  - 1959 

Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  /administration 
of  the  Factories  -^ct . 1957 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

i - INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  Health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public 
Health  Inspector) 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

II  r j] 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1s2,3j4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced 

i by  Local  Authority 

j ... 

4 

' 

40 

-. 

... 

I Factories  not 
included  above  in 
which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

18 

172 

— 

— 

I Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
; workers’  premises) 

- 

- 

J 

_ 

■ 

! TOT/X  I 22 

212 

i 

2 - Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  found 

Nvimber  of 
cases  in 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

Instituted 

Pound 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.  M. 
Inspector 

by  H.  M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 
cleanliness 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

- I 

I . 

- 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

' I ' I - 
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2 - Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (continued) 


Number  of  cases 

in  which  defects  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Referred 

cases  in 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

i Instituted 

Pound 

Remedied 

to  H.  M, 
Inspector 

by  H.  M. 
Inspector 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

- 

- 

Sanitary 
' Conveniences 

I 

• 

■ 

a)  Insuffi- 
cient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

b)  Unsuitable 
or  defec- 
tive 

1 

- 

- 

- 

c)  ITot 

separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

. 

. 

Other  defects 
against  the 

Act  (not 
including 
offences 
relating  to 
j Out-work) 

- 

j TOTAL 

k 

4 : 

- I 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

OUT -WORK 

(sections  110  and  111 ) 

Nil  Return 


Signature 


Medical  Officer 
of  Health 


Date:  i2th  April,  19^5 
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